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The City of Geelong will come alive from Saturday 7 November to Sunday 15 November, when Gymnastics 

Victoria in partnership with Gymnastics Australia and the State Government of Victoria, stage three key 

Women’s Gymnastics events, marking the conclusion of the major competition season for 2015.  

The Geelong Arena will be transformed into a gymnastics stadium as three Women’s Gymnastics competitions 

take place: Victorian Championships for National Level 4 – 10 athletes; the Trans Bass Challenge including 

National Level 6 and 7 athletes from Victoria, Tasmania and South Australia; and the Australian Classic 

competition for International Stream athletes through to Australia’s Senior International athletes, who will be 

looking to finish 2015 on a high. 

The Australian Classic will shine a spotlight on some of Australasia’s finest International Stream Women’s 

Gymnasts, who are travelling from Western Australia, New South Wales and even New Zealand to compete in 

the inaugural event.  

Gymnastics Victoria Chief Executive Officer Jamie Parsons, said the Australian Classic is an important event for 

the local gymnastics community.  

“Gymnastics Victoria is working hard to increase participation and investment in new gymnastics facilities for 

the community of Geelong and surrounding suburbs,” said Jamie.  

“I encourage the community of Geelong to the show their support for the growth of gymnastics and enjoy the 

gymnastics competition and entertainment on show in November.”   

Victoria is well represented in the Australian Classic competition, with the National Centre of Excellence 

(Melbourne) showcasing 17 emerging International Stream gymnasts including Senior International gymnast 

Alexandra Eade, who is on the comeback trail from significant wrist surgery in August last year.  

Victorian Institute of Sport and National Centre of Excellence Senior Coach, Tracey Penaluna, believes 

Alexandra has shown incredible courage to commit to 5 months of rehabilitation in order to re-build her 

competitive program. 

“Alexandra has certainly hit her straps towards the end of this year, recovering from surgery and juggling her 

first split year of Year 12 at Lauriston Girls School has not been easy but the reward has been sweet with an 

outstanding performance at last month’s World Championships trial, where she was consequently selected to  

represent Australia at the Elite Gym Massilia Cup in Marseille, France.”  

“The program at the National Centre of Excellence continues to grow and is attracting talented and emerging 

gymnasts, some from interstate and overseas, including 14-year old Charleis Kingston-White.” 

 



 

 

 

“Charleis came across from New Zealand at the tender age of 12 to pursue her Olympic dream, and will 

definitely be a gymnast to keep an eye on in the Junior International category at the Australian Classic.”  

The Massilia Cup is held from 20 – 22 November and is also a significant competition for Australian Classic 

competitor and Waverley Gymnastics Centre Senior International Stream gymnast, Eliza Freeman. At just 16 

years of age, the Massilia Cup will be Eliza’s second opportunity to represent Australia in 2015 and will be 

competing alongside seasoned athlete Eade. 

Waverley Gymnastics Centre in Glen Waverley is the largest gymnastics club in Victoria, with 14 of their 

International Stream athletes competing at the Australian Classic in Geelong next week.   

Three athletes from New Zealand are also competing in the Australian Classic including Stella Ashcroft, who is 

looking towards selection to represent New Zealand at the 2016 Pacific Rim Gymnastics Championships in April 

next year. 

According to Gymnastics Victoria Events & Marketing Manager Jacqui Godfrey, the energy at the Geelong 

Arena will create an entertaining and carnival-like atmosphere with 350 athletes from gymnastics clubs across 

Victoria competing for the title of Victorian Champion. 

“These National Level gymnasts have competed in recent Qualifying competitions to get the opportunity to 

represent their club at this event, and they all should be very proud of their achievements,” said Jacqui. 

Daily passes to the Women’s Gymnastics Australian Classic, Victorian Championships and Trans Bass Challenge 

can be purchased at the venue door, from $11.50 for Concession, $18 for Adults and $40 for Families.  

For further information about the events being held at The Geelong Arena can be found on the Gymnastics 

Victoria website or be calling the office on 9005 4770. 
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